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JAN ADHIKAR ABHIYAN - THE SILENT REVOLUTION

Right to Information Act-2005
1.
In 1947, India attained independence but it has proved to be a geographical independence and not independence in its true sense.  The same colonial system of administration and secrecy of information continued, even after independence.

2.
It was only after Smt. Aruna Roy, Magsaysay Award Winner, launched people’s agitation for Right to Information in Rajasthan and the landmark judgements of the Hon’ble Supreme Court that the importance of Right to Information was realized by the Central Government and the Right to Information Act - 2005 was enacted. 

3.
Hon’ble Justice V. R. Krishna Iyer observed “….. right to express one’s thoughts is meaningless if it is not accompanied by a related right to secure all information on matters of public concern from relevant public authorities…………….”
“The right to know & the freedom of information are inalienable components of the freedom of expression and participation in public affairs, which Constitution confers on every citizen of the country.” 

4.
This is an Act, which will lead to transparency       accountability      

curb-on-corruption     good governance and also the only Act where citizens monitor and the bureaucracy & politicians follow.

5.
Such a powerful Act needed to be promoted & effectively used with responsibility so as to derive true benefits for the common citizen.

6.
With this objective in mind, MAHADHIKAR has successfully conducted several training workshops on RTI for citizens and govt. officials.
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7.
However, it was observed that unless a cadre of trained Activists is created, the benefits of this Act will not reach common citizen. Hence, MAHADHIKAR & Tarun Mitra Mandal (TMM), a youth organization, came together to achieve this objective and Jan Adhikar Abhiyan was launched.

8.
MAHADHIKAR has the expertise in training & TMM has the organization and the network.

9.
Together, first such workshop was held on 25th March 2007 and thereafter, 10 more workshops of 3 hours each have been held for those Activists, who have voluntarily undertaken to devote atleast 4 hours a week to help citizens in the use RTI Act.

10.
Accordingly, over 70 Activists - 3 Engineers, 4 Advocates, 1 Solicitor, 1 Architect, 4 Doctors, 5 Chartered Accountants, 3 Engineers with MBA plus businessmen, self-employed & students, have been extensively trained and are now ready to commence the RTI Help Centers, in their neighbourhood.  Initially, 10 groups will operate between Colaba, Churchgate, Borivali & Dombivali, at pre-determined time & venue, which will be publicized on our website as well as thru the media. We propose to make the RTI Help Centres operative w.e.f. 24th June 2007.  

     
Kewal Semlani 




Dhiraj Rambhia

Chief Co-ordinator - MAHADHIKAR 


 President - TMM




22nd June - 2007
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